Мк ESPROCK'S SLACK PANEL TRUCK HAD PULLED 
UP BEFORE HIS MORTUARY, AND SOMEHOW HE'D 
GOTTEN THE SILENT WICKER WITH iTS GRISLY 
CONTENTS INSIDE, WHILE DUT IN THE LITTER-STAEWN| 


jÎ | WACK YARD, THE KIDS HAD CREPT ТО THE BACK 


WINDOW ON TIP-TOES, LIKE 20 MANY @REY 
SHADOWS... LIKE 50 MANY МІСЕ, THEY'D PEERED 
INTO THE PORCELAIN AND GLASS- LINED UNDERTAK- 
ING PARLOR WITH WIDE EYES AND CHATTERING 
TEETH, WHISPERING ~- q 


THERE 13 А MORMID CURIOSITY IN 
CHILDREN, A STRANGE FASCINATION 
WITH DEATH, IT HURRIES THEM ТО THE 
SCENES OF ACCIDENTS, SUCKS THEM 
INTO MOVIE THEATERS TO WATCH IT 
UNFOLD ON SILVER SCREENS, PROMPTS 
THEM TO MAKE- BELIEVE ABOUT IT. 
АМО DRAWS THEM TO WINDOWS IN 
UNDERTAKING PARLORS. 5 
WHAT'S HE J HES такім Ў 


МСЕ THE MORTUARY, OBLIVIOUS TO THE WIDE PRY- 
ING EYES THAT FOLLOWED HIS EVERY MOVE, AVERILL 
ESPROCK LABORED SLOWLY, DELIBERATELY, АВ iF HE 
ENJOYED HIS WORK ... 

WHAT'S THAT HE'S 


STICKIN' A NEEDLE WITH 
DOIN’, BILLY? 


А ТИЗЕ INTO THE GUT НЕ 
MADE IN MR. GNOVES' NECK f. 


"THE PUMP @EGAN TO CHUG, GUNGLING THE SCANLET 


LIQUID DUT OF THE DEAD BODY THROUGN THE PULSAT- 
ING TUSE AND SENDIHS IT INTO THE PORCELAIN SINK... 


DEATHIS THE UNKNOWN ІН THE 
LIFE EQUATION. IT 15 THE ULTIMATE! 
FNAL RESULT OP EVERY LIVING 
EXAMPLE. ITiS THE UNANSWER- 
ABLE TO YOUNG MINDS SEARCHING 


Se IT WAS ONLY NATURAL FOR 
CHUBBY AND PETE AND BILLY AND 
PERCIVAL TO WANT TO SEE MORE 
OF THIS UNFATHOMABLE PROBLEM. 
TO WANT TO LEARN WHAT WENT ON 
BEHIND МА. ESPROCK'S CLOSED 
MORTUARY DOORS, 
IF IT MAKES Y UGH? HES SLICING S] 
OLD MR. 9ROVES 
SAIN АТ THE BASE 
оғ HIS MEGK. 


AND AS HE WORKED, AVERILL HUMMED SOFTLY, FILLING 


THE MORTUARY WITH HS MUTED GREEN MUSIC... 


HE'S TURNIN’ ON SOME 


HE'S PUMPIN 
кино оғ MOTORS 


OUT THE #2008, 
THAT'S WHAT 
HE'S DOIN' f 


BDLLY7 WE COULD CHARGE Y AW, SYUDOUP.” Y0U NE 
THE ABST OF THE GANG / ALWAYS THINKIN’ OF 
ADMISSIONS То WATCH WAYS TMAKE MONEYS 


HE'S TAKIN' DOWN THAT 
ше Jus oF 4/00/07 


1 А 
NICKEL THAT'S 
EMBALM IN" 


THE LAST DROP OF THE EMBALMING 
FLUID GARGLED OUT OF THE JUG AS 
THE LAST DROP OF A SODA IS SUCKED 
FROM A FOUNTAIN GLASS THROUGH A 
FRAYED STRAW. МА. ESPROCK SHUT 


ME. HOW MUCH DO 


THAT'S THE BEST 1 COULD 
WE MAKE 79/6 TIME? 


007 THE GROVER ' FAMILY 

DON'T HAVE MUCH MONEY. 

I FINALLY TALKED €M INTD 
THE TWO HUNDRED DOLLAR 
FUNERAL, t CLEAR А HUNDRED 

ON THAT one f 


AVERILL PRESSEO A SWITCH, THE PUMP REVERSED 
ITSELF. THE GURGLING SEGAN AGAI THE COLORLESS 
LIQUID IN THE JUG BEGAN TO SLOWLY O1SAPPEAR,FORCED 
INTO MR. GROVES' EMPTY ARTERIES... 


IT's MA. GRUDNY, 
THE ДАШТ 
WHAT'S HE WANT? 


FIFTY BUCKBS FOR 
CRYIN’ OUT LOUD, IT 
DON'T PAY TO TAKE SUCH 
GNANCES FOR TWAT 
LITTLE DOUGH. 


WELL, МЕХ7 TIME 
You POISON А 


PRESCRIPTION, 
MAKE SURE IT'S FOR 
SOMEBODY WHO CAN 
AFFORD А 0/6 
FUNERAL 


WHAT'D YA THINK? 
І GET А ФНАМСЕ ТО DO 
IT EVERY BAY IN THE 
WEEK? 1 GOT ТО 
WAIT TILL SOMEBODY 
GETS $/б#' FIRST... 
AND WEEDS А 

PRESCRIPTION FILLED! 


EVER SEEN. 


N hal 
Na 
PANO, 

OUTSIDE, THE KIDI (00КЕ0 AT EACH OTHER, HONNIF:ED 


THE RICHEST BUY IN 57 
“TOWNS? WHY THAT'S д 
PERCY'S OLD MAH... Ly ` 
е À 
ЕЕ. ku с 


W 
9 


NS 
让 
BILLY AND CHUBBY AND PETE ТОНЕ OUT ОР THE 
WAY BEHIND MR. ESPNOCK'S MORTUARY AND RAN ALL 


THE WAY ТО PERCY'S HOUSE. WHEN THEY GOT THERE, 
THEY FOUND РЕМСУ BITTII 


IM NOT SORE. 
FACT, I FEEL ARE7TY 
40007 THE MEAT 
FUNERAL YOU GET 
WILL ВЕ THE УЕЗ 
ONE THIS TOWN' 


IN М новору BUT 

THE A/CHEST 
MAN 14 TOWN. 
AND I DELIVERED 
HIS PRESCRIPTION 


5 THIE MORNINGS, 


AN, 


HEY WERE TOD LATE. THEY STOOD AROUND AWKWARDLY, 
WONDERING WHAT TO SAY TO POOR GRIEVING PERCY, AND 
THEN THEY LEFT HIM QUIETLY BOBBING... 


7, . AND THAT HE'S 


HAT MR. GRUDNY, 
THE RUSGIET, 
POISONED HIS 


= 
=_= 
AAN 


YEAH. WE 
ФОТ TO TAKE 


THAT! 
LIKE T. ER. 
WHAT'S WAONE, 
AVERILL? уви 


ANG, WORT, ти. 

PROBABLY GET 24/0 

TOMORROW NIGHT? 
MEET ME АТ THE 

USUAL PLACE, AND 
TLL ФМЕ You 

K YOUR SHARE, 


HEH, НЕН? WELL, X THAME ORAND 

AVERILL, BiB YOU | WORTH? WE 

STICK ЕМ 60007) CLEAR СМЕ 
THOUSAND. 
THAT'S FIVE 


PACKAGE ТО DELIVER ТО 
MR, ESPROGK, DON'T 
BRING IT ТО нм. BRING 
STAY THERE ALL DAY IT то OUR CLUBHOUSE, 
IF You MAVE то“ UNDERSTANO? 


Хе Җ b 
СИ RSs F 


әт”. 


AFTER CHUBBY LEFY, PETE TOLG 


НІЗ PLAN ТО BILLT. THEN THEY 
WERY AROUNO TO TNE FRONT OF 
MR ESPROCK'S MORYUART ANO 


YOU LOOK 7 TOU 


WAIYED. ҮМЕҮ WAITEO URTIL MR. 


ESPROCK CAME О! 


Це 
г. 


че, 


u we 
А лу 


12 4 
ASZ 


QUTSIOE MR. @RUDNY'S STORE, CHUBBY WAITED 
PAYIENTLT. FINALLY, MR. GRUDNT CAME OUT... 


TO THE BACK WIRDOW IN TIME TO 
NEAR 


HELLO, WORT? AVERILL say 
ЕК . MAYBE YOU'D METTER SERD 
THAT TONIC OVER AFTER ALL? 
т 00 FEEL KINDA. KINDA 


a 


4 ти 
S 4 
Мы, 


AMCKEL, CHUBBY? DELIVER 
THIS РАСКАВЕ OVER Т” WR. 


TO HIS MORTUARY YO SEE СНИВВУ 

BTANOING BEFORE НІМ, HOLDIRE А 

STRAT GAT IR ORE HARD AND THE 
TILE OF тони 


THIS, MR. ESPROCK / Д 


Снивет NELO OUT THE BOTTLE OF 
TONIC! LETYING IT SLIP FROM 
НІЗ FINGERS... 


ср 
WERE TARE. У LOOK OUT, 
000057 ¥OU..CLUMSY... 
|=2 и 
э, 
2 


ү 
| 2 
> т. 


> F HERE'S THE 
#AT—-P0/80/.. 


| THE BOTTLE SMASHED INTO A THOU- 
SANO GLITTERING FRAGMENTS ANO 
THE *TONIC’ POOLEO OUT OVER YNE 
MORTUART FLOOR. CHUBBY RELEASED! 
THE STRAY CAT. [| 
вошт” гм SORRY, 

MR, ЕЗРВОСК. I-L 

WERE, KITTY? 


| THE CAT was susy LAPPING UP | [The сат WAVERED, РИД ЕО WITHTHE | | Ма. ESPROCK STUCK ніз ANGER INTO 
THE SPILLED TONIC. CHUBBY RAT- POISON. IT SQUEALED AND THE POOL OF ‘TONIC’ AND SNIFFED IT... 
8 9 ZO LESIONE чч. | WHY THAT DATY “Т WELL, I 


өзі. w 
DOUBLE- CROSSING... ) вот TO 
THIS i$ POISONS 80, wn. 

ESPROCK f 


Ñ r 

WE'LL ЗЕЕ TOMGHT.. 

WHEN HE MEETS GALW) HE'S HEADED FOR ре 
GEMETERY! 


WHAT ARE YOU TALKING Y I'M TALKING ASOUT THAT 
ABOUT, AVERILL? POISONED TONIC YOU ЗЕНТ 
ME, MORT. LUCKILY, THE КЮ 
SURPRISED, UDNY PROPPED f 
YOU THOUGHT ID BE с = к. 
ву NOW, DIDN'T You? 


= = e 
а ХА 


DON'T 
BE A FOOLS ALL МЕ, 
GRUDNY, WELL 
4 # L 
, Go! 


@%OW/ LET'S 
AUN FOR IT! 


DDENLY,,| 
FORWARD, SPLATTERIRG HIS HEAO 
UPON THE SHARP CORNER OF A 
НЕМУ СОТ TOMBSTONI 


Ма ESPROCK BROUGHT THE KNIFE 
OOWN INTO MR, GRUDNY'S CHEST. 
МА: GRUDNY'S SCREAM ECHOED 
THROUGN THE SILENT CEMETERY. 


HEY RAN WILDLY OVER THE GRA! 
MOUNDS... THE THREE TERRORIZED | 
BOYS WITH MURDEROUS MR, ESPROCR 
CLOSE BEHIND THEM, BRANDISHING 


p 


НЕН, НЕН. AND WOW, VULTURES, F YOU WILL VEMFURE ҮТ 
INTO THE /4427 OF HORROR, YOUR HOST, THE ` 
VAULT-KEEPER WILL ENTERTAIN YOU. FOR THIS, 


MY OFFERING IN СИ 2 МАС, I HAVE CHOSEN А 
GRAVE TALE. YEP? iTS TOLD BY А GRAVES 

$0, CUDDLE UP TO THAT СОЙРВЕ OVER THERE AND 
TLL BEGIN THE DRAMA OF DREAD AND DEATH 


“- THE 


CRAVING 


THE WIND BLOWS SADLY AURORE THE @#MARLED AND SENT TREES AROUND МЕ. iT WHISPERS PAST THE COLB `. 
STONE MONUMENTS THAT THE OTHERS PROUDLY HOLD UPWARD TOWARD THE NIGHT SKY, BUF UPON MY BREAST 
THERE 15 МО 0010 STONE POR THE WIND TO SINS OVER. I LIE SILENT WITH AN EMPTINESS WITHIN ME.. À 
YEARNING. THE OTHERS SIGH GONTENTEDLY, SHIFTING AND CRAOKING , EMBRACING THEIR CHARGES... THEIR RIGID. 


CHILDREN. BUT І АМ GARREN...PRUITLESS. BENEATH MY MOUNDED OUTER SKIN-CRUGT, NO RAID CHARGE ЦИ, 
ТАМ LOWELY, T AM WA/ TINE. 


WAITING FOR А БОРУ” 


Í Have WAITED LIKE THIS THROUGH THE CENTURIES, I HAVE LAIN FALLOW THROUGH THE FREEZES AND THE 
WATCHING THE OTHERS AROUND МЕ, EACH IN THEIR THAWS, HEARING THEM NURSING THEIR FOSTER-CHILOREN, 
TURN, OPEN WIDE THEIR YAWNING MOUTHS AND TAKE AND LONGING FOR MY OWN. ON SUNDAYS, T HAVE LISTENED 
IN THEIR WARDS, CRADLING THEM HAPPILY WITHIN ТО THE MOURNERS AND REMEMGERERS СОМЕ AND CRY UPON 
THEIR ЕААТН-МОМВ5., THE OTHERS AND PLACE FLOWERS UPON THEIR BOSONS 


7 
И Lower THE 
Й. COFFIN.. 
дулу ete 


а 


Он NIGHTS LIKE THIS ONE... WHER THE SKY 15 OVER- 


AND ALWAYS WHEN THE WIND COMES UP ACROSS 
CAST WITH LOW HANSI NG RAIN-CLOUDS, WHEN CAN SEE ТНЕ ОИ? GRAVES, ПР CARRIES THEIR LAUGHTER 
NO STARS... T CAN ONLY LIE AND LISTEN TO THE ТӨ МЕ. THEY LAUGH BECAUSE THEY НАМЕ FULFILLED 
HAPPY CHATTERING DF THE BRAVES AROUND MESUARD- HEIR PURPOSE, THEY LAUGH BECAUSE THEY ARE NO 
ING, PROTECTING, CARING FOR THEIR SRODD. T CAN ONLY LONGER EMPTY AND BARREN AND CHILBLESS. THEY 
LIE ANO LISTEN AND ҮЕААН, T TEARN FOR THE DAY US! Е 
WHEN Z, 700, WILL REACH FORTH AND DRAW IN MY 
OEATH-FETUS AND NOLO IT FAST, SUCKLING IT WITH MY 


LET'S GET 7D IT, 
AL. NOT MUCH 
TIME LEFT TILL 

qy MORNIN’ 


But, #Д/7.” WHAT 18 THAT L THERE IS A TREMBLING DOWN ALL THESE YEARS OF WAITING. ALL 
HEAR?! VOIOES IN THE WIND.. DEEP WITHIN МЕ... A SURGE OF THESE YEARS OF LONSINS ANS 
VOICES IN THE NIGHT... VOICES EXCITEMENT AND ANTICIPATION. YEARNING AND CRYING. THEY'RE 
OVER MEF AND WHAT 18 THAT 工 ТНЕ WIND DIES...AND THE LAU@H- ALMOST DVER. TNOSE MEN UPON 
FEELPS 0040 STEEL RENTING = а MY ONEST... THEY'RE ORAVE D/G- 
МҮ CRUST ... CRACKING OPEN МҮ SERS... 2 

EARTH-SKIN... 


хе 5/67 WHY 
OON'T PEOPLE OIE ІН 


THE SUMMERTIME... 
WHEN THE GROUND 


THE соғғін 13 LOWERED. 1 REACN UPWARD FOR 
IT,ACCEPTINE IT, FEELING OF ITS SMOOTHNESS, 
AND SENSING DF ITS CONTENTS... МУ DEATH-WAAD., 


му GORPSE-CHARGE... МУ OWN. 


СОМЕ, ROLAND! 
т 15 JONE. 


THE GRAVE DIGGERS TRUDGE DFF, І 
АМ FULFILLED, THE EMPTINESS 
WITHIN ME 13 GONE...THE YEARNING 
VANISHED, THE BOOY LIES GUARDED 
INSIDE ME, I WHISPER ТО IT.. 
SOOTHING IT... COMFORTING там 


AND NOW IT IS MORNING. I LIE WITH MY INSIDES 
TORN FROM МЕ ANO HEAPED UP АТ MY SIDE, I МЕ 
OPEN, FEELING THE SUNLIGHT . THE COLO AIR. T 

HEAR THE GRUNCHING STEPS THAT I HAVE HEARD 
50 OFTEN, HEAR THE GRUNTS OF THE PALLBEARERS 
THAT HAVE NEVER UNTIL THIS DAY DELIVERED UNTO 


THEY GRIEVE... 


І LISTEN WITH А DRUNKEN JOY To THE CEREMONY, FEEL- 
INS THE MOURNERS FEET UPON МҮ 6REAST, THENE ARE 
НОУ MANY MOURNERS... A NEPHEW, HIS WIFE, AND À LAWYER- 
FRIEND. GUT I 00 NOT САВЕ. IT 19 NOT THE GA/EVING 
ONES І AM INTERESTEO IN iT 15 THE ONE FOR WHOM 
SS 


J annes то ASHES 


TWEMOURNERS LEAVE. THE GRAVE DIGGERS STEP FOR- 
WARD WITH TNEIR SHOVELS, T ЕМФМАСЕ THE COFFIN 
MORE AND MORE AS THEY RETURN MY 6SIL-INNARDB T G 


МЕ. THEY STAND, FINALLY, UPON MY REPAIRED BOOY, 
TAMPING DOWN MY OUTER SKIN, STITCHING UP THE WOUND. 


THE OAYS AND WEEKS PAGS, SUT 
THE GODY WITHIN му POLD DOES 
NOT LIE AT REST, THE ВООУ WITHIN 
МЕ (8 NOT AT PEACE, THEREIS A 
‘STIRRING INSIDE THE COFFIN 
NESTLING IN MY BOSOM. А FLUT- 
TERING A SCRATCHING... 


THE 600У TELLS ME HER STORY, 
HER NAME (6 CYNTHIA MEADOWS, BHE 
WAS, LIKE ME, LONELY ALL HER LIFE, 
SHE'D REMAINED UNMARRIED. ЗАНМЕН, 
FRUITLESS... YEARNING FOR THE 
THINGS HER MARRIED SISTER ENJOYED. 


BABY ВСУ, MYRA. 
WHAT 18 HIS 


THE BODY STIRRING WITHIN МЕ TELLS МЕ DF THE 
LONELY YEARS. THE LONGING SHE'D FELT FOR А 
CHILD OF HER OWN, AND I UNDERSTAND, HADN'T L 


FELT THE SAME AS SHE? 


MAMA SAYS YOU! 

DLD MAIO, AUNT 
CYNTHIA, WHAT'S 
AN OLD MAID? 


і 
AMD THE EMPTY YEARS H. 


AS ГО CRIED... 


WHD NEVER MARRIES, 
ROLAND, А WOMAN 
WHO HAS НО CHILDREN 


INHERITANCE SHE'D SHARED WITH HER SISTER, AND ЗНЕО 
ЖОК WE TY ФЕ HER ВЪТЕН... 


GEORGE'S BUSINESS FAILED, 
CYNTHIA. HE'S 2027 EVERY 


CENT WE HADI 


MYRA'D FALLEN ILL SUDDENLY, 
SHE'D DIED WITHIN THE WEEK... 


үти ги 
LOOK AFTER 


WHAT...SOB.. WHAT 
ABOUT #22400, 
CYNTHIA? WNAT 
WILL I 22 

{ WITH HIM? 


ЧЕ YOU WANT 
МЕ TO. 


HIM, GEORBE... 


Ано so, THE LONELY YEARS HAD 
ENDED FOR CYNTHIA AS MY LONELY 
YEARS HAD ЕМӘЕӘ, SHE'D TAKEN 
ROLAND ТО HER SOSOM AS I'D 
TAKEN НЕЙ... 


SHE'D FELT THE LAUSHTER .THE SCORN AROUND HER 
AS ГО FELT SCORN. SHE'D WATCHED THE OTHER WOMEN 
SHE KNEW MARRY AND HAVE CHILDREN, AND SHED CAVED. 


Ha 


E 


IT'S WYRA, CYNTHIA, 
SHE'S DESPERATELY ИІ. "Ñ 
if PLEASE...COME, QUICKLY S 
ШІ 
| il 


ада! 


Болме" ARRIVAL IN CYNTHIA’S 
HOUSE HAS MEANT THE BND ФЕ THE 
LAUGHTER AROUND HER... THE END 
OF SCORN... JUST AS WEA ARRIVAL 
HAD MEANT THE END OF SCORN 


Сунтна, TDO, HAD BEEN FULFILLED, SHE'D 
GUARDED ROLAND COMFORTED НІМ. AND HE'D 
GROWN INTD MANHOOD, BUT THERE WAS A STIR- 
RING WITHIN HIM... JUST AS NOW, CYNTHIA STIRS . 


THE SCRATCHING, CLAWING BODY WITHIN ME TELLS Hew 
ROLAND HAD LEFT НЕН. DESPITE HER PLEAOING .. LEFT 


HER TO THE LAU@HTER ANO THE SCORN AROUNO HER 
ONCE MORE... 


I'M GOING AWAY, AUNT ROLAND! DON'T 
CYNTHIA. 1 CAN'T STAY LEAVE ME f PLEASE. 
HERE ANY LONGER, Эла 

Де eS 


AND THEN SHE'D DIBCOVERED ЖУУ 

ROLAND HAD LEFT SO SUODENLY... 
THE MONEYS І HAO THREE 
HUNDRED DOLLARS IN THIS 


Poor CYNTHIA. HOW SORRY I 
FEEL FOR HE 站 .TO YEARN FOR 
SOME TAINS... TO TEAR Pore it 
FOR $0 LONG... TO FINALLY «ЕТ IT. 


Өне TELLS МЕ HOW BHED TRIED 
TO FORGET НІМ, SHE TELLS МЕ HOW 
MER AVEN TWENTE WAG < НОЕ? 
ТО MAKE HER WEALTHIER AND 


DRAWER. IT'S CONES 


AND THEN TO LOSE IT ONCE MORE. 
SHE TELLS ME ОҒ HOW BROKEN- 


WEALTHIER. AND ТНЕН.„ЗГХ TEARS 


HEARTED SHE WAS ... 


ROLAND.. 8! 
ROLAND, 


GYNTHIA'D SEEN so LAD ТО SEE ROLAND SHE'D 
COMPLETELY FORGOTTEN THE CRIME HE'D COMMITTED 
WHEN HE'D LEFT... 


THIS 15 MY WIFE ЕМ/О , AUNT 
CYNTHIA. 20/2, THIS 15 MY 
AUNT CYNTHIA 


ROLAND'S TOLD МЕ 
80 MUCH ABOUT 
YOU, AUNT CYNTHIA! 


YES, WHO 15 172 
WHO. HOLAND 7 


CYNTHIA, AND 
‘YOU'VE СОМЕ 


I'VE BROUGHT 


CYNTHIA'S FORGIVENESS... 


І WAS YOUNG AND FOOLISH, 
AUNT CYNTHIA. IT WAS WRONG Д 
ОҒ МЕ ТО TAKE THE MONEY f 


HAPPENED A 
гы SORRY r 


LONG TIME 
4607 


50 ONCE MORE THE LAUGHTER ANO SCORN AROUND BUT THEN CYNTHIA TELLS ME WHAT ROLANO ANO 
CYNTHIA'D DIED AWAY ROLANOHAOCOME BACK. ANO ЕМІО HAD PLANNED... 
HE'D BROUGHT HIS WIFE, CYNTHIA HAO ZWO CHILDREN ONCE МЕ GET НЕЯ TO MAKE 


y OUT A М/// LEAVING 


Ї Ц 4LL OF HER DOUGH 
HAPPY YOU'VE You, AUNT 70 Us... 4 
WADE АН OLO Д сетна# 


LONELY WOMAN, 
ЕМО... ROLANDO” 


ia 


у? 295 = | "| 


Ано NOW I KNOW WHY THE BODY І EMBRACE HER NIECE AND NEPHEW HAD PUSHEO HER DOWN A LONG 
WITHIN МУ ЕАЯТН-ЖОМВ 18 NOT AT PEACE. NOW T FLIGHT А, 


FAST AS МЕ GOULDI WHEN | HORRIBLE 
WE 207 HERE .. ACCIDENT? 


HALAL H1 


ШТ 


THE вооу WITHIN МЕ TURNS AND PUSHES AND DESPITE MY PLEADING, IT TOTTERS ОРЕ... ACROSS THE 
SCRATCHES. I TRY TO STOP IT... TRY TO MAKE МУ OTHER @RAVES...INTO THE COLD WIND.. THE WIND THAT 
INSIDES HARD... BUT IT 18 DETERMINED. THEN, CARRIES BACK ТО МЕ ONCE AGAIN THE LAUGHTER AND 
ONE NIGHT... MONTHS AFTER T HAD FIRST SCORN OF THE OTHERS... 
EMBRACED 17... THE BODY PUSHES UPWARD INTO # „ка 

R.. PUSHING OUTWARD PAST МУ 


WE WERE THE SAME, CYNTHIA AND Z, ВАЛЕ AND 
FRUITLESS AND WAIT/HG. AND THEN THE WAITING 
ENDED FOR SOTH OF 05. ROLAND WAS SIVEN ТО HER, 
AND SHE 70 МЕ. SUT LIKE ROLAND LEFT CYNTHIA 
TO THE LAUGHTER AND THE SCORN, SHE TOO HAS 
LEFT ME. NOW, I CAN ONLY DO АЗ SHE DID. TRY ТО 


SCREAMING | 


IT ls CYNTNIA. SHE HOLDS THEM IN HER VICE-LIKE 
GRIP AND STAGSERS АСНОЗЗ THE OTHEN GRAVES... 
THE ОТНЕН GRAVES THAT HAVE SUDDENLY STOPPED 
LAUSHING. SHE HOLOS THEM...NDLAND AND ENID.. 
HOLDS THEM OUT 70 МЕ 


CYNTHIA 18 #ONE AWAY, НОФ, THE SCREAMING HAS STOPPED. YES, WE WERE 
ALINE „ЗНЕ AND L. EACH WAITED..EACH GOT WHAT SHE WAITED FOR ... 
ONLY TO LOSE IT AGAIN, SUT WHAT WE LOGT WAS EVENTUALLY RETURNED 
TO US. ROLAND'S AND ENID'S TWISTED GUFFOCATED BODIES LiE DEEP 
WITHIN ME, PRESSED AGAINST МҮ ЕАЯТН-Б060М. AND NOW iT 18 7 WHO 
САН LAUGH LAUGH AT THE OTHERS. 


Err Sisa Freee, мө. 


„FOR NOW т. KNOW MY PEAL FULFILLMENT. I WASN'T £ /KE THE OTHERS 
ATER ALL. THEY'RE ALL SINOLE GRAVES. Т AM А DOUBLE OWES 


THE WIND SLOWS SADLY ACROSS THE GNARLED AND GENT 
THEES AROUND ME. IT WHISPERS PAST THE COLD STONES 
I LIE SILENT WITH THE EMPTINESS WITHIN МЕ. AND L 

WAIT. AND THEN, ОНЕ NIGHT,PAR AWAY .1 HEAR If. THE 


. AND І REACN FON THEM. CYNTHIA HELPS ME REACH. 
SHE SHOVES ASIDE MY SKIN-CRUST, SCOOPS OUT МУ. 
INSIDES, PUSHES THEM, SHRIEKING, INTO Му EMSRACE 


жы, 


HEH, HEH. AND 50, KIDOIES... OUR 
LITTLE ИЕСР-УДРИ ENDS ОН THIS 
GRAVE NOTE. NOLAND AND ENID 
WERE FUH/SHEO FOR THEIR CRIME , 
BURIED ALIVE .SaY CYHTHIA'S 
CORPSE, AND OUR LITTLE GRAVE 
ROTTED THEM HAPPILY EVER 
AFTER, SO NOW... HUH? МНЕНЕ 5 
CYNTHIA THESE DAYS, YOU ASK? 
WHY SHE JUST WANDERED AROUND 


TILL SHE FOUND SOME OF HER 
LONESOME 


| | зар, WHAT PLACE 1% 7/97 WHO 
| | RESIDES IN YON PALACE COMPLETELY 
DI 


А РЫ... н 


рът 3259, 


J Е J 
A. 


1 | 
(рола 
I 4 > М 


了 


зо iT IS J... THE LIKE I $449, MELVIN. \BEYOND THAT 
HERO OF THIS ° 
MISERABLE FICTION. 


AH? THE SLEEPING ) CAN IT, 
BEAUTY. PUR DAMSEL у BUSTER! 
IM DISTRESS AWAITING, 

HER RESCUE... 1 

мш. FOREMITH 

CARI а 


Му OUT 


ISN'T IT JAVE, МҮ GOOD 
MAN, THAT MANY YEARS 
460, A Я/М6 AND QUEEN 
LIVED IN THAT CASTLE? 


THE KING WAS #0 OVERJOYEB WITH 
HIS NEW PRINCESS, THAT НЕ 1960Е0: 
АН INVITATION...’ 


ЕҢ НЕН.», ФЕТ ІТ? TIRE? TIRED? 
WHEEL? ТИЕ ОН TRE НЕЕ: OH, 
NEVER MND! ANYWAY, THIS BI 
WHEEL ROLLED IN АТ THE HEIGHT 
OF THE FESTIVITIES...” 

YOU WANT A PREDICTION, KING 
IRVING? ALL RIOTS TLL OVE 


DIE ОН HER E/ENTEENTH 
by ЗИТНОАК.. 
7 


AND THE KiNG AND Ано FINALLY, THE QUEEN PRE- 
QUEEN WANTED А 


SENTED THE KING WITH A BOUNCIN« 
CHILO. VERY q 


"Вот THE KIN8,WHO WAS A РОРФЕТРИ. 
KING, NAD FORGOTTEN ТО INVITE ONE 
016 WHEEL.. 
AND NOW, LADIES AND 
IT MUST BE 62207 GERME... YOU WILL ALL } ETHEL 
"CAUSE JAM DON'T] | МАКЕ А PREDICTION 


EVERYONE АТ THE PEAST WAE “Bur A THOUGHTFUL VLA CALMED) 
SHOCKED АТ THE PREOICTION OF THE HORRIFIED CATHERIN 
THE 816-3НОТ WHO WASNT INVITED.” 


THE BABY PRINCESS GREW UP ТО 
ВЕСОМЕ A LUSCIDUS CHICK THAT 


ANYBODY WSuLD WANT TO HUG 
HER ANO KISS HER... ы 


AND HUG HER. TOMORROW IS 
YOURE/ONTEENTH 
SIRTNQAN CHILO! 


"Вит THE NEXT DAX TNE KINS ANS 
QUEEN DISCOVERED THEIR DAUGHTER. 7 


CMON, Де LAZY... AVINI 


THE PRINCE 87000 BEFORE MELVIN, 
CLASPING AND UNCLASPING HIS 
SDLID GOLD- PLATED BOY SCOUT 


TRIED TO NEW HS 

WAY THROUGH THE 
TWO DUCATS/ -¿ | S RAMBLE зивн? 
WOULD YOU LIKE 


THE PRINCE TURNED ТО THE 
BRAMBLI 


ITIS LATES SOON IT 
WILL BE BARAT 
MUST HURRY 7 


SEE HOW THE ZETHALLY 
ARMED BRANCHES FALL 
BEFORE THE MEEN BLADE 
OF MY TRUSTY SOLID GOLD- 

OY 5000; 


THE SUN WAS JUST BEGINNING то 
SET WHEN HARMING PRINCE CHARM- 
ING REACHED THE CASTLE DOOR.. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: ONE MORE MAOK. 
1504 | 
DREATHLESSLY, HE RUSHED FROM 
ROOM TO ROOM... 


SLEEPING BEAUTY? WHERE 
ARE YOU? 4 


CHARMING PRINCE CHARMING 
STOOD BEFORE THE SLEEPING 


THE SLEEPING BEAUTY'S FANGS 
LISTENED... 


++ -AND T ДЈ THEIR BLOODS) 
FOR YOU BEE... 


OWLY НЕ SENT AND KISSED HER- 


f 


OUTSIDE, THE SUN HAD SET. THE 
SLEEPING BEAUTY FLUTTERES HER 
EYELID8.,. OPENED HER ЕҮЕЗ,.. 

IT 19 Т, SLEEPING BEAUTY f 
I WAVE RESCUED You f 


WELL, THAT'D MYO 
A 


м 


HEE, HEE AND NOW IT'S WIND -UP TIME IN C K $ MUCK-MAG, ANO YOUN HOSTESS IN THE HAUNT OF FEAR, 
YOUN STEWER OF SEWER STORIES, «OUR D/ISNER-DUTER OF DELIRIOUS DESSERTS, THE DLO WITCH'S 
NEADY WITH HER AEEX/NG GAULOROM So TUCK YOUR DROOL CUPS UNDER YOUN QUIVERING CNING ANO 
TLL BESIN THE FOUL FARE T CALL... 


COME WITH МЕ To А LONELY CORNER IN THE DOWNTOWN 
BUSINESS SECTION OF A LARGE CITY. OVERHEAD, THE LAST 
FADING STAR 13 FINALLY RETREATING SEFORE THE 
ADVANCING LISHT DF OAWN,AND THE SLEEPING CITY ІЗ 
AWAKENING TO THE SOUNDS DF JANGLINS ALANM CLOCKS, 

BUT LONS ЗЕҒОНЕ THE CITY'S OFFICE WORKERS AND ` 
SUSY NDUSEWIVES8 HAVE RISEN FROM THEIN wANM веса ВТ 
EZNA MORTON HAS SEEN ON THE JOB. THENE NE IS Ка 
NOW, UNLOCKING HIS LITTLE NEWSSTAND ANO SWING- i 
ING WIOE ITS 00082. NOTICE HOW EZNA LA BONS, 
WINCING IN A4/W, YES,OEAN NE ACER, ЕТНА 18 AN 
INVALID... А CRIPPLED NEWSDEALER. EZRA 

MORTON 18 PANALYZED FROM THE WAIST DOWN. 


Norice THE SUNOLES oF MONNING NEWSPAPENS 
ФТАСКЕООН THE СОМЕ SESIDE EZRA'S NEWBOTAND, 
NEADY ТО SE UNTIED AND LAIO OUT NEATLY ON DIS- 
PLAY, ВЕЕ HOW ЕТНА STRUGULES, SENDING IN HIS 
WHEELCHAIN ANO LIFTING THE HEAVY PACKASES... 


Now SEE THE DARK AND DESERTED SUSWAY KIOSK 
NEARBY, INTO WHICH, IN A FEW MINUTES, THE OFFICE- 
BOUND SECRETARIES AND THE FACTORY~ BOUND LABORERS 
WILE BEGIN ТО POUN, ARMED WITH THE NEWSPAPERS 
THEY HAVE PURCHASED FROM ЕТМА'З STAND. 


— ` 


YES, DEAR READER. EZRA SMILES. HE SMILES БЕСІЖЕ 
HE В CONTENT. FON THISIS HIS Z/FE.. ALL THAT 
MATTERS ТО HIM, THE LITTLE NEWSTAND, WITH 

ITS FEW HUNDNED DAILY PAPER SALES, 18 Е2НА 
CASTLE, 178 МЕАЗЕЮ PNOFIT THE LINE DRAWN 
BETWEEN INDEPENDENCE AND STARVATION FOR HIM. 20 
EZNA SMILES, GUT EZNA DOES NOT SMILE PON LONE 
SUDDENLY EZRA CATCHES SIGHT OF А FISURE STANDING 
WEAN THE SUBWAY KIO! 


w 


S ee 
fg Я 


AND NOW THE PEOPLE ARE BESINNING TO HURRY 
FROMALL DIRECTIONS TOWARD THE SUBWAY ENTRANCE. 
Ена сн Bre WAN CEYE PAPO UROEN НИ ERWE 


HURRIED TO MEET THEM ON STRONG LEGS THAT ARE 
NOT WITHERED AND PARALYZED AS EZRA'S ARE. 


oan PAPER, LADYS PAPER, MISTER, 
F ПУ WHAT ? РА READP чур e 
pele 
> < 


я” 


Now, EZRA 15 READY FOR THEM FOR THE PANADE OF 
HUMANITY TO RUSH $Y HIS STAND AND TOSS ITS COPPER 
PEHHIES UPON HIS PAPERWEIGHTS AND EAT AWAY AT THE 


STACKS UNTIL ONLY А FEW LAST BATTERED COPIES REMAIN, 
SEE HOW HE SWILES. 


„А ман CLUTCHING А STACK OF NEWSPAPERS UNDER 
HIS HUSE ARM... 


тре FIND YOUR 
OWN SPOT, 


YES, EZRA 0062 NOT SMILE, FEAR SRIPS EZRA'S HELP- 
LESS SODY. THAT MAH..THAT MAN WITH THE PAPERS АКО 
THE-RERCT AY СЕО 19 ТРАСТ PAPER SALES THRE 
ORDINARILY WOULD BE_EZRA'S... 


PAPER, mister! Б 
HERE'S YOUR CHANGE! 


Вит THE BLEEPY-EYED PEOPLE ARE BLIND. IN THEIR 
¿ RUSH TO CATCH THEIR TRAIRE, THEY 00 NOT NOTICE 
4: THAT THEY ARE ИУ НО THEIN MORRING PAPERS FROM 
OF HUM: 
уе по АРЕ 4867 ТҮЙЕ HAC THE 
CORRER FOR LIGHT YEARS! ) 6/МРУ7 0 
THOSE AME ЖУ OUSTOMERS < PAPER! MORNIN’ 


Ано кой, THE MORAINE RUEH HOUR THE MAM MOVES OFF. EZRA STARE: Аш. DAY LONO, EZRA SITS IN HIS 
(Е ALMOBT EVER, EZRA'E PAPER АТ THE UNSOLD PAPERE PIL: WHEELCHAIR TRYING TO SELL His 
2, Wine ы ACY -全 

TOUCHED. THE MAN WITH THE HEALTHY WPCHOKI 

1996 WAVES TO EZRA.. 


THE NEXT MORNING THE MAN !$ THERE AGAIN, HURRYING 
ABOUT ON HIS STRONG LEOS SELLING НІЗ PAPERS ТО 
EZMA CRIES IN VAR. 


THE DAYS PASS, EVERY MORNING THE МАН IS THERE, A WEEK GOES 8Y. TWO. ONE MORNING, А TRUCKMAN 
STEALING SALES FROM EZRA. ANO EVERY NIGHT EZRA WHO DELIVERS EZRA'S PAPERS WARNS HIM.. 
COUNTS HIS UNSOLD PAPERS ANO TIES THEM INTO 


BUNOLES + 


5 г LL МЕЙЕР wal 

| ENOUGH TO LIVE ON 7H 
4 ) 
М 


A aw 
Ка 


Вит WHAT CAN EZRA DO? WHAT САН 
А CRIPPLE DO ТО А MAN WITH A 
HEALTHY STRONG BODY? ME 
TRUCKMAN LEAVES. EZRA SITS WITH 
t 3 А. (Ақ REC: 


PARALYZED ... IF t WEREN'T 
CRIPPLED and HELPLESS. 
ЕТ WERE STRONG, ГО 


IF YOU CAN'T SELL MORE 
PAPERS THAN TH/S, EZRA, 
WE'LL GUT You OUT OF 

OUR DELIVERY ROUTE 


ABOVE, THE SKY 18 JUST BEGINNING Е = 
то GROW LISHT. THE GLOW FROM A SUDDENLY, EZRA'S SHADOW LIFTS ITS 


NEARBY STREETLAMP CASTS EZRA'S HEAD FROM ITS HANDS. 
was 


К) 
HAA WD 


Іт SLIDES OPF, DOWN THE DESER 


TY SLIDES ACROSS BRICK WALLS... 


ww LIFTING AWAY THE SHADOW OF THE SHOVE! 
AMONG THE GARDEN TOOLS... gaa 


КА yuk 


= BACK ACROSG BRICK WALLS.. 


SHADOW OF А HUGE BUNDLE OF 
PAPERS UNDER ITS ARMS... 


uit 


Ea 


г 


Ezras SHAP9W LIFTS THE SHADOW OF THE AXE IT 
HAS STOLEN... я 


کا ت Е‏ = = 

THE SHADOWS OF THE PAPERS SCATTER ACRO68 THE 

BUILDING WALL AS THE FIGURE CRUMPLES,SPURTING 
А SHADOW~FOUNTAIN, FROM ITS WOUND... 


re ©»; А ` 


À 
| 


да щета 


j 
в 


Wy 


ОМ EZRA'S SHADOW 0844 THE LIFELESS SHADOW 
BOWN THE ALLEY BETWEEN THE BUILDINGS. 


-.. AND BRINGS IT DOWN UPON THE FAMILIAR SHADOW 
PAPERS UNDER ITS ARMS 


WITH THE sHADOw-SHOVEL,EZRA'S SHADOW 0185 A 
= esa الات‎ SAE BESIDE THE BILLBOARD... 


THEN, EZRA'S SHADOW RETURNS TO |... 5 ZRA ROLLS НІЗ WHEELCHAH ТО THE 

THE NEWSSTAND WHERE EZRA STILL ў je | [CRUMPLED FORM OF THE 816 MAN WITH 

‘SITS WITH HIS HEAD iN HIG HANDS... к \ THE HEALTHY LEGS LYING AMONG HIS 
| SCATTERED PAPERS... B 


1.4 | 


For, ALTHOUGH THE MORNING SUN 18 SHINING BRIGHTLY, THE DEAD MANS H 
72723 CASTS МО SHADOW .. 


